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PREFACE 

To attain a complete understanding of India or Democracy in general, or of Indian democracy in 

particular, a sustained study of its electoral system is an imperative. One must seek to understand the 

constitutional, political, cultural and social dimensions of the electoral system in order to achieve a 

total understanding of India.  

Elections itself is such a significant and fascinating field of study because it serves as a useful 

microcosm of our country. Through a study of elections, we can access the core issues and realities 

of the Indian republic. Within the drama of elections, therefore, our nation’s anxieties and aspirations, 

ideologies and insecurities, perils and promises, triumphs and tribulations are all revealed and 

engaged with. Not only do elections serve as a shining symbol of a working democracy but they also, 

time and again, disclose to us the darker, criminal elements that form part of democracy’s 

subterranean reaches. Effectively, and at the very least symbolically, it is in elections that our leaders 

are both birthed and judged, our public empowered, and the tenets of representative democracy 

celebrated. It is for these reasons that I believe electoral politics to be the litmus test of a democracy.    

India is both the largest democracy and  the second  most populous country in the world. This apart, 

in comparison to most of the developed democracies of the world, problems of illiteracy, poverty, 

gender and caste disparities still continue in India as is the case with most of the developing countries. 

Its electorate is not only vast but also quite diverse reflecting the plurality of caste, religion, region, 

language, and so on, of its social mosaic. Conducting consistent and periodic elections in the country 

by encouraging large-scale popular participation is a stupendous task. Going by India's record in this 

regard, periodic elections as a means of smooth transfer of power have been a regular and successful 

feature of India's democracy in the past seventy years.  

Not only this, Indians have time and again reposed faith in elections as the most potent means of non-

violent and peaceful protest against all acts of omissions and commissions of Government. Elections 

have thus become integral to India's democracy as in other successful liberal democracies across the 

globe. 

Additionally, it is this tantalising character of elections that makes it such a difficult and challenging 

subject for a sustained academic treatment. It is, therefore, one of the great accomplishments of this 

book to make it accessible to the reading public in all its dimensions. That it can be valuable in equal 

measure to the general reader and the specialist scholar is only an added virtue.  

To study a phenomenon that is so pervasive requires a truly cross-cutting, inter-disciplinary effort. 

The book is both ambitious in its scope and versatile in its approach. One only has to skim through 

the contents section to realise that the present book offers us a convincing and encompassing vision 

of electoral politics. From the role of media to political financing, voter rights to electoral laws, 

constitutional developments to social consequences, the book covers a broad range of issues deftly 

and dutifully. 



 

 

India today is a republic of contradictions. It boasts of producing world-domineering billionaires 

while its poor die of hunger and curable diseases in greater numbers. More women vote now in 

numbers hitherto unseen in the history of elections while it elects merely one female chief minister. 

It ranks high globally in the ease of doing businesses while its youth are left unemployed in millions.  

Its constitution and its shrewd leaders preach secularism and tolerance while the country riots in the 

name of religion and caste. Media-houses that are driven by the motives of agenda and profit are 

celebrated and glamourised while critical journalists and activist investigators are arrested in 

unending detentions or are under constant threat of court cases. Rapists are garlanded while the high 

rhetoric of women’s rights echoes forth from national podiums.  

To arrive, therefore, at a sustainable and egalitarian resolution, to fix our historical and contemporary 

crises, to redeem and reshape our political landscape and social priorities, to uphold the virtues and 

vitality of our constitution, and to manifest the glorious visions of our founding figures, our first and 

foremost step is to achieve a proper self-understanding. We must first pause to evaluate our 

contemporary condition.  

With critical intelligence, scholarly rigour and imaginative discernment, this book endeavours to do 

precisely the same. Through a thorough study of electoral dynamics, it helps us to understand India 

better. Not only does it provide critical and comparative analyses, but also offers us solutions and 

emendations. In accounting and appraising the world of elections, which I have elsewhere called the 

‘undocumented wonder’, I am hopeful that it contributes to our collective efforts to achieve our 

unattained ideals.     

My best wishes to Prof. (Dr.) Asha Verma for The Elections, Democracy and Constitutional Morality 

in India. 

 
Dr. SY Quraishi 

Former Chief Election Commissioner of India, and  

Chancellor IILM University Gurugram. 

He has also authored ‘An Undocumented Wonder-  

The Making of the Great Indian Election’.  
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