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PREFACE

The North-East region of India remains a unique and often underexplored part of
the country, known for its rich cultural diversity, stunning natural landscapes, and
growing potential in the tourism sector. Among the many facets of this region,
educational tourism presents a significant opportunity for social, economic, and
cultural development. This book, "Untapped Horizons: Educational Tourism in
North-East India," seeks to provide an in-depth analysis of the region’s potential for
educational tourism by exploring its strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and
threats (SWOT).

Educational tourism, a growing niche in the global tourism industry, offers travelers
the chance to learn from the environment they visit, not only through structured
academic programs but also by immersing themselves in the cultural, social, and
historical context of the region. North-East India, with its diverse ecosystems,
myriad ethnic groups, and strategic location, offers unparalleled opportunities for
educational tourism, yet much of this potential remains untapped due to various

challenges such as inadequate infrastructure and socio-political instability.

This book presents a detailed SWOT analysis of the region's educational tourism
potential, emphasizing the need for collaboration between policymakers, educators,
and tourism stakeholders to address existing challenges and leverage the unique
opportunities of North-East India. By promoting educational tourism, the region can
encourage sustainable economic development, preserve its cultural heritage, and

offer a deeper understanding of its diverse communities to the rest of the world.

We hope this book serves as a valuable resource for researchers, policymakers, and
professionals in both the education and tourism sectors, fostering further exploration

and development of this promising field in North-East India.



CONTENT

1. SWOT Analysis of Educational Tourism: A Reflection on North-East India

- Anasuya Adhikari, Dr. Birbal Saha..........cccccooiiiii 1
00 I 11 0T (801 [ TR 1
1.2 SHENGENS: .. 2
1.3 VNV BAKNESSES: ..vvvveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeseaeeeeeesssesssssssseesssssasssssssasasssssbssssssassssssssssssbsssssnnnnes 3
1.4 OPPOTTUNITIES: ...ttt ettt 4
I T I 1 (T LR 4
1.6 Prospects: EAUCAtION TOUMISIM:........iiiiiiiieiiiesiie sttt 4
R A o o Tod [T o] o TR 5
ST R L (T (] 101 TR 6

2. A Study on Women in Higher Education in Assam - Ayan Ali Ahmed,

Kanchan ChoudNUIY ..........ooo i 7
2.1 INTrOAUCTION: .ttt 7
2.2 ReVIEW OF LITEIATUIE: .. .ooiiiieiiiciie e 8
2.3 Importance Of the STUAY:........cooiie e 9
2.4 Objectives O the STUAY:........ccoiiie e 9
2.5 Methodology Of StUAY: ........eeeiiiee e 9
2.6 Data ANAIYSIS: ..veieiiiiieiiie et 9
2.6.1 Sex-Wise Enrolment (Age 18-23) In Higher Educational Institutions
LN Ly PP PP OUR PR 9
2.6.2 Sex-Wise Gross Enrolment Ratios in Higher Education (GER) In
AASSAIME ...t 11

2.6.3 Gender Parity Index (GPI) in higher education (GER) in Assam: ... 12
2.6.4 Sex Wise Employment in Higher Educational Institutions in Assam:

............................................................................................................... 13
2.7 Main Findings of the StUdY:..........ccoveiiiie e 15
2.8 SUQUESLIONS: . .vveeeiiie et e ettt s e e st e e st e e st e e e st e e e ent e e e anaaeearaneeas 15
2.9 CONCIUSIONS: ...t et e et e e aa e e arana e 15
2.00 RETEIBNCES: .. i ittt 16

3. North East India: A Socio-Cultural Perspective - Sulakshana Khatoniyar.. 17

K20 1o o [0 Tox (o o TR 17
3.2 AruNaChal Pradesh:.........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiie e 18
R Nt 1 11 PR 19
KRR V- T oL ] PP OUPRPRP 21

3.5 MeEgNalaya: .. ..cooeiiiii e ———— 23



BT INAGAIANG: ... 25
318 STKKIMI ... 26
BL0 THIPUIL .ttt ettt et et nrne s 28
310 RETBIBNCES: .. i e iviiee ettt ettt e et e et e e era e e e e s e e e e enres 29

4. Rural Cultural Practices in Assam: A Study - Arnab Chowdhury,

Prof. (Dr.) Jayanta KUmar METE..........ccuiiiiiiieiiieiie e 31
4.1 Statement Of The ProbIEM: .....uuveieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie bbb aeaaaees 31
4.2 Significance of The STUAY ... 32
4.3 ODJECLIVES: ...ttt 33
4.4 Database and Methodology: .......cooveiiieiiiiieiice s 33
4.5 Geographical Background of the Study Area: .........ccccccveeviveevine e, 34
L B Yo U 1S3S] (0] 1 T 34
4.6.1 Changing Pattern of Language Spoken and Religion Among the
IVISSINE 87 1.ttt ettt et e et e e e e e s e e e 34
4.6.2 Changing Pattern of Food Habit and Wine Consumption Among the
ST T o PSS SUSOURRSRR 35
4.6.3 Inter-Community, Inter-Religion and Inter-Tribe Marriage Among the
TS0 PSS USOUSRSRR 36
o] (o] (1] (o] TR 37
B 2 (C {= (=) o= ORI 37
5. Communities Culture, Festival and Livelihood in East Jaintia Hills -
Y =T F= N B g = 39
T 11 (oo [0 Tox 1 [ o AR 39
5.2 Culture of the East Jaintia CommUNItY:..........ccceeiiveiiiee e 40
5.3 Festival in East Jaintia HillS:...........oooviiiiiiii e 41
5.3.1 KA Chad SUKIA: ....uviiiiiiiiiiiciiiiiiee ettt 41
5.3.2 Behdeinkhlam: .........oooooiiiiiiii e 41
YT/ I LY 1=1 1127 To o S 42
5.5 Influence of Western World in the Culture, Festival and Livelihood: ............. 42
I O] 1 [¢1 [V 1] o] o R 43
A R (L (=T (=] 10T 43
6. The BODOS and Their Culture - Meghali Paul...............cccccooveiiiie e, 44
8.1 ODJECHIVES: . etiieitie ettt 44
LT 11 (oo [ ox 1T o A 44
6.2.1 The BOAO TrIDES: ....cooiiiiiiiiiee e 45
LI oo I o1 o) 45
6.4 Traditional AtLIFe: ......ooeeiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee s 46
6.5 FSHIVAIS: ..o 47

0.8 CONCIUSTON: ...t e et r e e e e 48



B. 7 RTINS, . oottt ettt e et e e e e e e r e aaan 48

7. Issues and Challenges of Tea Garden Labourers Related to Their Socio-

Economic and Educational Problems - Salma Answary.............cccocoveveiinnennne. 49
% R 111 (Yo [0 13 (o ] o U TP PPTTRRRRRTTRUUTRI 49
72 DISCUSSION <.ttt ettt et e e e e et e e e e e e e e et e e e e et eeeeeen e e ereanaeaeenns 50
7.3 CONCIUSTON: ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaans 51
T R O NGRS, - oottt e e 51

8. A Study on The Socio-Cultural Lifestyles of Bodo Tribes of Assam -

Ahmed Mortuza HusSain TaPAOA .........c.coiiriiieriieiie e 53
S TR0 A 1o (0o [0 Tod 1 o] oAU UPRSUSRTR 53
8.2 LANQUAGES: ..eeteeeitee ettt ettt ettt 54
8.3 Culture Of BOUO TrIDE: . ..eciiiee et 54
8.4 Religion Of The BOUOS: .......ccuiiiiiiiiiie e 54
8.5 FOOU HabITS: ...t e e e e nraae e 55
8.6 OCCUPALION: .....viie et e cee ettt e st e e st a e st e e st e e e nna e e e nraeeesnaaeeanneaens 55
8.7 Dance and Music of BOdo People: ........cccoiuireiiiieii e 55
B8 FSLIVAIS: ...ttt 55
8.9 CONCIUSION: ...ttt 55
810 RETEIBNCES: ...ttt ettt 56
9. Cultural and Lingual Diversity of North East India - Rini Mandal,
JAYANTA ML ... 57
TN A [T 11 Tox o] PP UP PSPPI 57
0.2 LItErature REVIEBW: ...cc.viiiiiieiie ettt 58
0.3 OB ECTIVES: ..eietiee ettt ettt e s e s e e et e e st e e et e e et e e e e e e naaeearnaa e 59
9.4 MEthOdOIOgY: ....eeeiiie et 59
9.5 Cultural Variety of Tribes of North-East India: .............cccceovveiiieiiiieciinn, 59
9.5.1 Arunachal Pradesh: .........cccooviiiiiiiii e 60
0.5.2 ASSAIM. ...ttt 61
0. 5.3 MANIPUL: ..ttt et e e e 61
0.5.4 MEQNAIAYA: ......eeeeiiiieeiiie et 61
0.5.5 IMIZOTAM: .ottt 61
9.5.6 Nagaland: ..........oooiiiiiii e 62
0.5.7 STKKIM: 1ot 62
0.5.8 TIIPUI: ..ttt ettt e e et e e st e e et ae e e e e e nnaaeesneeas 62
9.6 Languages of North East INdia:...........cccceeeiiieiiiiieeiiin e 63
9.6.1 Official languages of North-East India: ............ccccovveiieeeiineeen. 63
0.7 CONCIUSION: ...ttt et et et eanae e 64

0.8 RO BN . et e e e r e 64



10. A Historical Overview of the Ahom Culture - Ankita Gogoi ...................... 67

0 TR0 [ g (o o VT Ao 67
10.2 A Closer Look at the Ahoms Religion and Culture: ............cccoovvviiiniennnnne 68
10.3 SOCIAl FESHIVAIS: ... 69
0 R o o] (1) [ 1 70
BRI =T =T (=] 107 71
11. Tiwa Culture and Education - Prasenjit Paul .............cccccooviiiiiiiiiinnne, 72
5 00 g (o o VT Ao 72
11.2 ODJECTIVES: ...ttt 73
R ALY T I - (o [ ([ 73
11.4 CUBUIE OF TIWA: .o 74
11.5 Festivals of Tiwa COMMUNITY: ......ccoeiiiiiieiiierie e 74
11.7 Education Of TIWa SOCIELY: ........eeiiieriiiiiieiit et 75
I 0o o] 11 [ 1 75
RS =T =T (=] (07 76

12. A Study on the Educational Development of Tea-Tribe Women in Itakhola

Area - Piyali Singha Roy, Jayanta Mete............cccccvveiiiieiiiec e 77
i R [ 0T [FTox 1 o] TP PP PROPRP 77
12.2 Educational Status of Tea Tribe Women in ASSam: .......ccccccvvvvieriveeneeninenn, 78
12.3 Need Of the StUAY: .....c.vveeiee e 79
12.4 ODJECHIVES: .iveeeciiee ettt a e e a et e e et e e e nn e e e n e e e area e 79
12.5 Population of the STUAY: ........ccveeiiiii e 79
12.6 Sample Of the StUAY:.......cooveiiie e 79
12.7 IMEENOAS: ...ttt 79
12.8 RESEAICH TOOIS: ...t 79
12.9 Statistical Techniques USEd: .........ccoeoiiiriiiiiiiie e 80
12.10 Data ANAIYSIS: .....vveeiiieeiie et 80
12.11 Objectives and DiSCUSSION: .......ccccuveiiieeeiiieesitieesrie e sre e e sve e srreeesaaeesaeee s 80
12.12 M@JOr FINAINGS: ...veeeiiieeiiie ettt e et e e aae e saee e 81
12,13 ANAIYSIS: oot e e arra e 82
12,14 SUQQESTIONS: ..vveeitieeeiiie ettt ettt e e e e e e e et e e st e e st e e e st e e e snbaeesnbaeeanneaeas 82
12,15 RETEIBNCE: ...iiiiiiiie ittt ettt nbe e 82
13. Challenges and Opportunities in Achieving Educational Equity in
Northeast India - Dr. Purna Chandra Haldar.............ccccocoviiiiiiiiiiiie e, 84
TR oo [FTox 1 o PRSPPI 84
13.2 MEthOAOIOQY: ...cecieiieecie et 86
13.3 Overview of North East INAIa: .........cooiviiiiiiiiiiiieiiie e 87
13.3.1 Geographical COoNtEXL:........ccoiiivirieiiiiiie i 87



13.3.3 Population Distribution and Urbanization:..............cccevvvveiiinnnne. 87

13.3.4 Cultural and Religious DIVEISItY: ........ccccceiiiiiieiiiienieeiee e 88
13.3.5 Educational Progress Amidst Challenges:.........cccccoviiiiiieninennn, 88
13.4 Educational INAICALOrS: .......ccuveeiiie e 88
13.4.1 LItEraCy RALES: .....ccuviiiieiiiieiie ettt 89
13.4.2 Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER):........ccovviiiiiiiiiiiececcei 90
13.4.3 Gender Parity INdexX (GPI):.....cooiiiiiiiiiieee e 91
13.4.4 DropoUt RAES: .....ccuviieiiiieiiie ettt 91
13.5 Analysis and DISCUSSION: ......cc.uiiiiiiiiieiiieniie et 92
13.6 Challenges and Opportunities in Improving Educational Outcomes in North
o S o= PR SST 94
13.7 Policy Implications and Recommendations for Improving Educational
Outcomes in NOrth East INdia:..........coovieeeiiieeiie e 95
TR 0] o 11551 o] o USSR 96
13,9 RETEIBNCES: .. .eie ettt e e e e e e anes 97
14. Labour Rights and Economic Conditions of Tea Garden Workers in Assam
- Rimmi Datta, Jayanta MEte .........c.c.ceviiieiiiieeciie e cin e e 99
14,1 INErOTUCTION: ..ottt 99
14.2 Background of the STUAY: ........ooivireieece e 102
14.3 Need and Significance of the Study: ..........ccccceiiiii i 102
14.4 Review Of Related LItErature: .........ocveiveiiieeiiienieesee e 103
14.5 Objectives of the StUY:........c.oeeiii e 105
14.6 ReSEarch QUESLIONS: .......eciiiiiiee e ittt et e s ebae e e e s eabree s 106
14.7 Research Methodology: .......cvveeiiieiiiie e 107
14,8 DISCUSSION: ..ttt esiie sttt ettt ettt et e bbbttt ettt et e et e nbe e b e e nree s 108
14.8.1 Wage Structures and Financial Hardship: ..........c.ccccccveviieeinnnnn, 108
14.8.2 Living Conditions and Health RiskS: ...........ccccccovieiiii i, 109
14.8.3 Educational Barriers and Child Labor:..........c.cccccovviiiiiiiininnnnn, 110
14.8.4 Gender Inequality and Women's Rights: ..........cccceeviieiiiieciinnnn, 111
14.8.5 Effectiveness of Labor Laws and Enforcement: ..............cccc..e..... 112
14,9 ANAIYSIS ..ottt e e s a e e araa e 113
1420 FINAINGS: ..citieeiiie ettt e e et e e e stae e e st e e e anbaeeanneeeas 114
14,10 CONCIUSION: .....eiiiiiiie ittt e e nree s 115
14,12 RETEIBINCES: .. ueieiii ettt e e e e nree s 116

15. Rich Tapestry of Tribal Culture in Assam: A Comprehensive Exploration
of Diversity, Traditions, and Challenges - Sreelogna Dutta Banerjee,

JAYANTA ML ... 118
15,2 INtrOAUCTION: ...t e e area e 119
15.2 Objectives of the StUY:........c.cooiiiiieec e 119
15.3 Ethnic DIVErSIty iN ASSAM: ....veiiiiiiiee et siree et e 120
15.4 Traditional Festivals and CUStOMS: ........veveeiiiiiiie e 121



15.6 Challenges Faced by Tribal CommUNILIES: ........ccevvvveiiiieiiiee e 123

15.7 Preservation and Promotion of Tribal Culture:............oooveviiiiiii, 123
15.8 Government INItIAtIVES: .....ccooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 124
15.9 AUtoNOMOUS COUNCIIS: ....coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 124
15.10 Non-Governmental Organizations and Cultural Associations:.................. 124
15.11 Cultural Festivals and EVENtS: ........coooveiiiiiiieee 125
15.12 Documentation and DIgitiZatioNn: ............coceiiieriienieiiie e 125
{0 00§ od [V o] o 126
TN B T T =T ot 126

16. Challenges and Opportunities in Higher Education in Northeast India -

Arpita Chakraborty, Shanti Nath Sarkar, Jayanta Mete............c.ccccooveviirnnenne, 128
T80 11 (oo [0 Tox 1 o PSSR 129
16.2 HiStOrical CONEXL .. ....viieiiiee ettt 130
16.3 Need and Significance of the Study: .........ccccoviiiiiiinii i 131
16.4 Objectives of the StUAY:.........ooviiiiiiie 131
16.5 DISCUSSION: ...ueveeeiiie e ettt e eieeeetee e ettt e st e e st e e st a e et e e e nrb e e e snaeeesntaeesntenennees 132
16.6 Challenges FaCeA:.........uveiiiie et 132
16.7 Socio-Economic IMpliCatioNS: ..........coiuieeiiieeiie e 133
16.8 Opportunities for IMProvemMeNt:..........ccvveieeeiiie e 134

16.8.1 Curriculum ReFOIM: ....couiiiiiiiii e 134

16.8.2 Infrastructure Development:.........cccceevveeiiiee i 135

16.8.3 Industry Collaboration:............ccceevueeeiiiee i 135

16.8.4 Community ENgagement: ...........coovveeiiieeiiiie e 136
16.9 CONCIUSION: ...ttt ettt nree s 136
16.10 RETEIBNCES: ..ccutii ittt ettt ettt e e nree s 137
17. Culinary Heritage and Food Practices in Assam: A Comprehensive Study -
Sandeep MONAAL...........cocviiiiiie e 139
0 [ oo [FTod o] PSP PTROPRPPRN 139
17.2 Historical Context of AsSamese CUISINE: ......cccuveivverieiiieiiienieenieesiee e 140
17.3 Need and Significance of the Study: ..., 141
17.4 ODJECHIVES: ettt et e e e e e et a e reas 142
17.5 Pre-Colonial FOOd HabItS: ..........coiiiiieiiiiiiecie e 142
17.6 Staple FOOUS IN ASSAM: ......veiiiiiie e eciee e e e ree e 143
17.7 Community-Specific FOOd PractiCes: .........cccccovvviiiiieiiec e 144

17.7.1 Boro Kachari TriDe: .....ccveiiiiiiiiie e 144

17.7.2 Urban Influence on Food Habits:...........cccooveiiiiiiniiciececin 145
17.8 Cultural Significance of FOOQ: ...........ccoveeiiiiiiiiic e, 146
17.9 Culinary TEChNIQUES: ......cccvveeiiiee et 147
17.10 Contemporary Challenges:.........ccoveiiiiieeiiie e 149
17.10 CONCIUSION: <.ttt e 150

L. 02 RO I ENCES: ... ettt et e e e et e e e e e e ee e e aeenes 151



18. Fishing Practices and Socio-Economic Impacts in Assam: A Comprehensive

Study - Arup Kumar Maity, Prof. Jayanta Mete ...........ccccoevvveiiine e 153
18,1 INTrOAUCTION: ..o e e et e e s e e annee e 154
18.2 Review Of Related LItErature: ........c.coeiviiiieiiienieesie e 156
18.3 Need and Significance of the StUAY: .........cccooiiiiiiiiiiie e 157
18.4 ReSearch ODJECHIVES: .......coiiiiiie e 157
18.5 MEethOdOIOgY: ...ccveeiiieiieeee e 157
18.6 DISCUSSION: ....eeeietieeeieeeeieee ettt e e s tee e st e e st e e e e e st e e e saeeensaeeennsaeennseeennneeens 158

18.6.1 Traditional Fishing Practices in ASSam:.........cccccvervveerieiiieenneenn. 158

18.6.2 Socio-Economic Importance of Fishing in Assam: ..................... 160

18.6.3 Challenges Facing the Fishing Sector in Assam:............ccccceeve.n. 161
18,7 FINUINGS ettt ettt ettt 163
18.8 RECOMMENTALIONS: .. ..eiiiiieeiiee ettt e e e e e ennee e 165
18.9 CONCIUSION: ...eiiieiee ettt e et e e e e srta e e antaeeanneeeas 165

18,10 RTINS, .ottt e e et e e et et e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e earerns 167



ABOUT THE EDITORS

Dr. Rumpa Das M.A.,B.Ed,PhD,is an Assistant Professor (PQHSE) and
Research Guide, School of Education, University of Science and Technology
Meghalaya .She has 10years of teaching experience. She has written several
book chapters.She has contributed a number of research papers in reputed
National (UGC Care)and International(Scopus) journals .She has also
attended and presented papers in different National , International
conferences, Seminars, Webinars .She has the experience of IQAC
coordinator. Four Scholars are doing research under her supervision .Apart
from this She has published Patent and She has awarded Women Icon award
from Foreign University.

Prof. (Dr.) Jayanta Mete is an eminent teacher, educator, distinguished
author and research guide in the field of Tribal Education, Population
Education, History of education and Environment Education. He is currently
a Dean in the Dept of Education, Faculty of Education at the university of
Kalyani, Kalyani, Nadia, West Bengal. Dr Mete obtained M. A in Geography &
M.Ed. with flying Colours from Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan, West -Bengal.
India. He also obtained Ph.D. from the same university. The author
supervised more than 62 Ph.D. scholars and published and presented more
than 300 research papers in leading Journal and Seminars. He authored
more than 110 Books, Edited Books, on educational issues. He also edits
paper reviewed three journals entitled - “Journal of Education and
Development, Journal of Knowledge, and Journal of Educational Thoughts”

Rimmi Datta, B.A. (Hons) (Economics), M.A. (Economics), B.Ed., M.Ed., M.A.
(Education), NET Rimmi Datta is a teacher educator and research scholar at
present. She completed both her Master's degree in Economics & Education,
B.Ed and M .Ed from the University of Kalyani. She presented 12 papers both
at national and international seminars and conferences. She has over 16
research articles published in various national and international journals to
date. She has also published several papers in more than 15 edited books till
date. She has worked as a teacher educator for 10 years. She is currently
teaching at a self-funded B.Ed college affiliated with BSAEU, West Bengal,
India. She is also engaged as a Research Scholar in Education at University of
Kalyani.

Sreelogna Dutta Banerjee B.A(H), M.A in Education from Kalyani
University, where she obtained 1st class presently, she is working as State
Aided College Teacher at Plassey College, she has gained 11 years of
experience in teaching. Before joining here, she also served as Resource
Teacher at Kanchrapara College (KU-DODL-M. A) and also gained 2 years of
experience. Besides she has presented papers in National and International
seminars and Webinar. She has also published several papers in edited books
till date. She has over 7 research article published in various national and
international journals to date.

KRIPA DRISHTI Price: X600
PUBLICATIONS

Kripa-Drishti Publications ISBN: 978-93-48091-45-1
A-503 Poorva Heights, Pashan-Sus Road, Near Sai Chowk,

Pune - 411021, Maharashtra, India.

Mob: +91 8007068686

Email: editor@kdpublications.in

Web: https://www.kdpublications.in 97 789348 7 091451




